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Don't miss out the Full Story
The entire Megillah must be read or heard. If you missed a
few words, read them to yourself, until you have caught up
with the reader, and resume listening. This way, you have
at least fulfilled the Mitzvah b’dieved, which is to hear at
least half of the Megillah from a kosher Megillah, as long
as the rest was made up orally or from a printed text.
Since, the Megillah must be read in the correct order, you
cannot make up the missing words later on, (e.g. when
there is a gap in the reading for the banging of Haman), as
the missing words will then be read out of place.
You should not read, even in a whisper, the entire Megillah
along with the reader, as you may end up listening to your
own voice, rather than to the reader's.
L'chatchila, you should hear the entire Megillah from a
kosher Megillah. It is therefore advisable, that the listeners
too should follow from a kosher Megillah, to be able to
make up the missing words from their own Megillah.
(When following from your own Megillah, you are allowed
to read the entire Megillah quietly to yourself).
If your attention wandered to other matters, you are not
Yotzeh. To remain focused, you should follow the reading,
word by word, at least from a printed text.
The Megillah is completely unrolled. The custom of many
is to fold the entire scroll into three folds. Care must be
taken that it does not hang over the table, as this is
disrespectful.
Reason One: To reveal the full miracle.
Reason Two: The Megillah is described as a אגרת. Before
reading a letter, one unfolds it completely.
Children who have reached the age of חינוך, old enough to
follow (some of) the reading, their father is obligated to
bring them to Shul, in order to hear the Megillah. Children
who are below that age, it is still a "good Minhag" to bring
them to Shul, as long as they do not disturb the Megillah
reading.
Many have the custom to make noise only when Haman’s
name is read followed by some title.
The reader must be sure to wait until all the noisemaking
has stopped before continuing the reading.
The opening words of 'פרק ו: ""בלילה ההוא נדדה שנת המלך
are read with a raised voice by the reader.
Reason: This marks the turning point of the story, when
events begin to favour the Jews (even before Esther
petitioned Achashverosh on behalf of the Jews).

Four Special Pesukim of 'Geulah':
ִירה ּוׁשְ מֹו מָ ְרדֳּ כַי בֶן י ָאִ יר בֶן ׁשִ מְ עִ י בֶן
ָ  אִ יׁש י ְהּודִ י הָ י ָה בְׁשּוׁשַ ן הַ ב:פרק ב פסוק ה
.קִ יׁש אִ יׁש י ְמִ ינִי
 ּומָ ְרדֳּ כַי יָצָא מִ לִפְ נֵי הַ םֶ לְֶך ִבלְבּוׁש מַ לְכּות ְת ֵכלֶת ו ָחּור ו ַעֲ טֶ ֶרת:פרק ח פסוק טו
.ְַארגָמָ ן ו ְהָ עִיר ׁשּוׁשָ ן צָהֲ לָה ו ְשָ מֵ חָ ה
ְ זָהָ ב גְדֹולָה ו ְתַ כ ְִריְך בּוץ ו
.אֹורה ו ְשִ מְ חָ ה ו ְשָ שן ו ִיקָ ר
ָ  ַליְהּודִ ים הָ י ְָתה:פרק ח פסוק טז
 כִי מָ ְרדֳּ כַי הַ יְהּודִ י מִ ׁשְ נֶה לַםֶ לְֶך אֲ חַ ׁשְ ו ֵרֹוׁש וְגָדֹול ַליְהּודִ ים ו ְָרצּוי:פרק י פסוק ג
.לְר ֹב אֶ חָ יו ד ֵֹרׁש טֹוב לְעַ םֹו ו ְדֹבֵר ׁשָ לֹום ְלכָל ז ְַרעו

When the reader reaches these four פסוקים, he pauses
and everyone reads them aloud.
Reason One: To generate excitement and joy.
Reason Two: To involve the very young children, stopping
them from falling asleep, and keeping them on the alert.
The reader then repeats them, so that those following from
a printed text are hearing it all from a Kosher Megillah.
The names of the ten sons of Haman are read in one
breath. Reason: They all died at the same moment.
We include in that same breath also the three preceding
words  חמש מאות אישand one word after עשרת. Reason:
Each of the 10 sons was a minister over 50 of these 500
men.
First the listeners say it (while banging when saying the 10
names), then the reader repeats them, with no banging by
anyone.
 ולהרוג ולאבד, להרוג ולאבד:פרק ח פסוק יא
These two words are repeated,
adding a VAV for the second time.
 ואיש לא עמד לפניהם, ואיש לא עמד בפניהם:פרק ט פסוק ב
These three words are repeated,
for the second time the BEIS is replaced with a LAMED.

לעילוי נשמת האשה החשובה
מרת פריידא זיסל בת ר' אהרן יחזקאל ע"ה
וואגעל
נפטרה ב' אדר ב' התשע"א
ולזכות
החתן הת' שמשון שיחי' דריזין
והכלה מרת חוה עטל שתחי' וואגעל

לרגל בואם בקשרי השידוכין בשעה טובה ומוצלחת

ע"י הרה"ת ר' דוד שלום
וזוגתו מרת רחל ברכה שיחיו
וואגעל
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We shake the Megillah twice, towards the end of the
Megillah, when saying: "( "האגרת הזאת9:26) and " אגרת
( "הפורים הזאת השנית9:29).
The Bracha  הרב את ריבנוis said after the Megillah, only
when there is a Minyan. It is said just by the reader. Some
have the custom to say it themselves.

על הנסים
1. If you forget על הנסים, do not repeat 'Shemoneh Esrei' or
'Benching'.
2. If you remembered, before Hashem's name in the
conclusion of that Bracha ( על הארץ ועל המזוןor )הטוב שמך,
return to  על הנסיםand carry on from there.
3. In Benching, you can still say it. When you reach the
'הרחמןs say: הרחמן הוא יעשה לנו נסים כמו שעשה לאבותינו
..  בימי,בימים ההם בזמן הזה
4. Some opinions apply the same for Davening, that you
could make it up before the last יהיו לרצון.

Second opinion: Enough to purchase a small meal).
(Volume: approx. six ounces
Third opinion: A “significant gift,” which will bring joy to
the poor recipient.
Food (instead of money) is also valid for מתנות לאביונים.
To whom?
Anyone who does not have a steady income sufficient to
provide for the basic, non-luxurious needs of his family.
Neither does he have savings. 'Basic' needs also include
exceptional expenses for medical treatment or for marrying
off children, which are not covered by his regular income.
It may be given to a poor man, woman or child (who is old
enough to appreciate that it is given because of Purim). It
may also be given to a poor mourner.
If giving by credit card payment on behalf of oneself, other
family members or friends, the Gabbai should be informed
that he is acquiring this money on behalf of all the parties
involved, besides one's wife who is considered part of him.

5. Don't skip  על הנסיםin order to answer  קדושהor מודים.

Purim Morning
 מתנות לאביוניםand  שלח מנותshould not be performed
before Davening.
'Hallel' is not said for three reasons:
1. The miracle took place outside ארץ ישראל.
2. The Megillah reading is considered a Hallel in itself.

שלח מנות
Each person must send two portions of food to at least
one friend. It must be performed on Purim day. If it is
received at night, the mitzvah has not been fulfilled. If it is
sent before Purim and received on Purim, its validity is
questionable.
Why?
Reason One - enhancing the receiver's meal:

3. The redemption was not complete, as we remained in
exile, subjects of Achashverosh.

To ensure that everyone will have sufficient food for the
'Purim Seudah'. (Some may be too embarrassed to collect
 מתנות לאביוניםfor themselves. But this system, sending
food parcels even to the rich, will cover them as well).

The Tefillin (of  )רש"יremain on during the Megillah
reading.

To satisfy this reason:

When saying or hearing  שהחיינוover the Day Megillah
Reading, have in mind to cover the other Three Mitzvos:

 סעודת פורים, מתנות לאביונים,משלוח מנות

מתנות לאביונים
It must be performed on Purim day.
How much?
Basic Halachah: Give two poor people, one 'perutah'
each. (The value of a 'perutah' fluctuates according to the
market price of silver. It is about 3p.). A man may give to a
poor woman and vice versa.

A. It must be food. Not dishes, clothing, jewellery, etc.
B. If the receiver refuses it, or returns it saying: "Consider it
as though it was received", the Mitzvah is invalid.

לעילוי נשמת
ר' צבי ב"ר אברהם דוד ע"ה
וזוגתו ריבה בת ר' בנימין בינוש ע"ה
ור' אהרן ב"ר משה זלמן ע"ה
וזוגתו רחל בת ר' שמחה ע"ה

ע"י נכדם ומשפחתו שיחיו
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Reason Two - demonstrating the giver's friendship:
To refute Haman's accusation that the Jewish People are
divisive " "מפוזר ומפורדwe send food gifts, which
demonstrate friendship and goodwill.
To satisfy this reason:
A. An anonymous gift is invalid. The recipient must know
the identity of the sender, and the sender must know the
identity of the recipient.
B. The cost should be relative to the sender's wealth.
The Mitzvah is complete having sent two 'edible' items to
one person, who received it. One can then send clothing,
jewellery, Seforim, etc. to other people and regard them as
 שלח מנותin accordance with reason two.

1

סעודת פורים
It is preferable to give generously to the poor than to
prepare a lavish feast or give  שלח מנותto friends, for there
is no greater and more beautiful happiness than to bring
joy to the hearts of the poor, the orphans, and the widows.
Such a person resembles Hashem, Who is praised for
"Reviving the spirit of the lowly, and reviving those with
crushed hearts." (Yeshayah 57:15)
Therefore, some end up delaying the Feast, giving more
time for the gifts. But we must start the meal, have a few
L'Chaim's, and eat a food that brings joy (e.g. meat)
before sunset. To say  על הנסיםin Benching, one must eat
a  כזיתof bread before sunset.
Before the Meal: Mincha. Then study some Torah. As it is

How much?

30 days before פסח, the obligation to learn  הלכות פסחbegins today.

Any of the following combinations: 1. Two kinds of solids.
(Even two cuts of meat of different taste) 2. One solid and
one drink. 3. Two kinds of drink. (Red and white wine, may
be considered as one kind of drink)

Candles should be lit during the meal.

There is no obligation to give foods of two separate
Brochos.
According to some, the foods must be ready to eat.
The minimum amount should equal the common serving
for a guest. (Some say it should be a meal's worth, which is

Must one eat meat? Yes, according to most opinions.
If you do not enjoy meat, eat another enjoyable food.
Must one eat bread? It is subject to argument.
We eat Kreplach.
Reason: Asking Hashem to hide severity and passion of
the animal kingdom (chicken/meat) with the wisdom,
kindness and mercy of the vegetable kingdom (flour).

Wine or any alcohol?

about 6 ounces)

General ruling: any alcohol will do.
However, both Rashi and Rambam specify wine.

To whom?
Men send to men; Women to women; Families may send
to each other. A husband could send on behalf of his wife
as well, as long as his wife knows who the recipient is, and
the recipient knows that it is coming from her. It is
preferable for the wife to send her own Shalach Manos.
If the recipient is too drunk to be aware of having
received, it is invalid, unless there is time in the day to
sober up.
Some say, it should be sent via a messenger. The
messenger may be a  קטןor a non-Jew. It is proper to verify
that it was indeed delivered, especially if the messenger is
a  קטןor a non-Jew.

Working on Purim
Avoid working when possible. If significant loss is involved, or
one needs to earn money to afford the Purim Meal, it is
allowed. Engaging in business or keeping a shop open is
allowed, as one “enjoys” it. Yet, a G-d fearing Jew should
minimize or even avoid it, unless he is selling food.
Office work: No, as it is not enjoyable.
Laundry: No, unless it is necessary for Purim.
Nail cutting: No, unless it is 'Erev Shabbos'.
Hair cutting: Subject to argument.

Reason: Many events in the Purim story happened during
a wine feast, including the grand finale, Esther's drinking
party during which Haman was hanged, and replaced with
Mordechai. But, the very first episode was the
drunkenness of Achashverosh, which led to Vashti's
downfall, bringing about the crowning of Esther.

עד דלא ידע בין ארור המן לברוך מרדכי
Not mixed up; but mixed together.
Even when one's optimal mental functions are impaired by
alcohol, one's spiritual essence senses even when the
CURSED HAMAN is active and causes trouble, the
BLESSED MORDECHAI remains in full force, bringing
miracles and salvations. Even when things appear out of
control, Hashem remains in full control.
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